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What kind of tasks engage maths students?

What type of tasks will generate student 
learning?

The Study
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Which task would you rather do?

75% prefer the task they think is easier



Which task do you find easier?
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Mathematics 
information in the 

other one is confusing

Number 1 reason for opinion that the task was easier…

Mathematics 
information in this 

task is helpful
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Fewer steps

Number 2 reason for opinion that the task was easier…

Broken down into 
steps



Neither type of task better for student engagement 




Is either task better for learning?



What does learning in mathematics look like?



Who had the pre-requisite knowledge?



Students completing the traditional appearance task
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In Parallel



Can any students do this calculation 6 weeks later?





Students completing the simple appearance task



Students completing the traditional appearance task
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